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Why have a unique style? 
Your style is the most important aspect of your photography because it is what 
sets you apart you from your competition.  You have to compete based on your unique 
style and your unique personality.  You can’t compete on price because there will always be 
someone cheaper. 

Remember that your style is a result of a series of choices about the following: 
 1. Your background & personal approach 
 2. Equipment 
 3. Subject matter 
 4. Environment 

When trying to develop your style you should consider these things: 
• What is your reason for photographing?  Do you want to convey a certain subject in a 

certain way?  Do you want to invoke a certain emotion or show a special relationship? 

• Choose something you enjoy shooting: if you don’t enjoy it you probably won’t excel at 
it.  You have to pick something you love that you can continue to grow with as you and 
your business evolve. 

• Try New Things:  It’s always a great idea to try new and different things you can start to 
see what you enjoy photographing and what you can leave behind.  Don’t feel you have 
to photograph a certain area to be successful.  You will be more successful 
photographing something you actually enjoy. 

• Be Inspired: Don’t look at the competition and copy.  Look at what other photographers 
are doing to be inspired.  Think of how you can create your own take on things and make 
it your own. 

• Look at other artists that inspire you: Don’t solely focus on other photographers.  Look 
for inspiration in paintings and other artist’s works.  Look at the use of color, 
highlights, shadows, etc and see what appeals to you 
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• Be able to critique your work: You have to be able to look at your work in a 
constructive way in order to get better.  You have to be willing to continually strive to 
educate yourself, work on your skills, and evolve your style as needed. 

• Learn from your experiences: If you try something and it didn’t quite turn out like 
you planned, evaluate it and see why.  You have to be able to learn from the failures 
and the success you have with your photography.  The failures are what make us get 
better! 

• Find a mentor: Having a mentor is so important in being able to expand your skills 
because it allows you to have someone to bounce ideas off of and someone to provide 
constructive criticism.  I have always worked with mentors as I was trying to develop 
my own skills along my own journey, and the experiences were invaluable.  If you 
need help with finding a mentor reach out! 

Finding your voice takes time and practice.  This is not something that just happens 
overnight.  You need to stop focusing on what your competitors are doing and focus on 
what you want to do if you want to move forward (trust me!).   

Think about what you are capable of doing - your skill set.  If you want to do something 
but don’t know how you can always learn.  Is there a demand for a certain style or a 
niche you can fill?  Most importantly, don’t be afraid to evolve your style as needed.  I 
have evolved my style throughout my photography career as needed because my 
clients wanted a certain look.  The style is still all mine, but it fits better into what my 
ideal client’s want.  

Lastly, you have to be confident in yourself and your work!  I always tell photographers 
just starting out to fake it until you make it.  You got this, so get working!
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STYLE CHECKLIST 
Fill this out to start to get an idea of where your personal style and taste leads you.  
How can that transition into your own work? 

Favorite Artists: 

Why that artist? 

What is it about their style? 

Subjects you like to photograph:   

Why that subject?: 

Preference for studio, location (park, client’s home, etc):
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SHOOTING PREFERENCES: 
First let’s take a look at how you prefer to photograph to start figuring out where you 
want to go with your style.  If we start narrowing down these things it will be easier to 
figure out how to move forward. 

Color or Black & White:  

Why do you prefer one to the other?: 

Favorite lighting techniques: 

Do you prefer studio lighting to natural lighting - why?: 

Favorite Lenses:  

Do you prefer a greater depth of field or soft backgrounds in your images?:  
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STEPS TO DEVELOPING YOUR STYLE 
1. Find what you enjoy photographing 
2. Look back at past work and at other artists for inspiration 
3. Tune out the competition 
4. Set some visual guidelines for your imagery 
5. Don’t be afraid of change or making mistakes 
6. Be able to critique your work 
7. Learn from your experiences 
8. Find a mentor 

TIP: INSPIRATION BOARDS 
Create a Pinterest board with images that appeal to you personally including things 
like... 

• Furniture & Home Decor 
• Clothing & Accessories 
• Create a separate board for Art Inspirations including, but not limited, to only 

photographers/photography 
• Look at different types of artwork and artists 
• Be very aware about the use of lighting, color, and movement in the art 
• If there is an artist or work of art you are particularly drawn to, figure out which 

elements draw you in and then try some of those elements in your work 

Join my Creative’s Business Resource Facebook group to find a mentor or a business 
BFF.  It’s always great to have someone to you can be accountable to when you need to 
move forward.  It’s always just a great resource for creatives to connect and work on 
their businesses.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/creativebusinessresource/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/creativebusinessresource/
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